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MONday, February 1, 2010

A newsletter for the grand valley
state university community
Published by News & Information Services

Awards to be presented at faculty convocation
The third annual Faculty Awards Convocation
will be held Thursday, February 4, in
Loosemore Auditorium at the DeVos Center.
Service awards will be presented to faculty
members who have been at Grand Valley
for 25, 30, 35 and 40 years. Distinguished
awards will also be presented.
The convocation will start at 4 p.m. Provost
Gayle R. Davis will give opening remarks, and
Deanna Morse, professor of communications,
will give a keynote address. Selections
from Opera Theatre’s production of “Into
the Woods” will be performed by students
accompanied by John Schuster-Craig, professor
of music. The campus community is invited to
attend; a reception will follow the ceremony.
Distinguished awards will be presented
to the following recipients:
• Outstanding Advising and Student Services
Award: Christine Drewel, instructor of liberal
studies;
• Outstanding Community Service Award:
Ruth Ann Brintnall, associate professor of nursing;
• Outstanding University Service Award:

Lawrence Burns, professor of psychology;
• Distinguished Contribution in a
Discipline Award: George McBane,
associate professor of chemistry;
• University Outstanding Teacher
Award: Bradley Wallar, associate professor of chemistry;
• Pew Teaching Excellence
Awards: John Kilbourne, professor of movement science; Matthew
Daley, assistant professor of history;
Danielle DeMuth, assistant professor
of women and gender studies; Ellen
Pool, associate professor of music;
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Andrew Sterian, associate professor
Christine Yalda, assistant professor of criminal justice, is pictured
with Provost Gayle R. Davis at the 2009 faculty convocation. Yalda
of engineering;
received the Outstanding Advising and Student Services Award.
• Pew Teaching with Technology
Awards: Nathan Barrows, assistant
• 35 years: Donna Larson, Stanton Lindquist,
professor of chemistry; Susan Swartzlander,
Harvey Nikkel, M. Christine O’Connor;
professor of Honors; Norine Cunningham,
• 30 years: James Grant, Deanna Morse,
affiliate faculty of nursing.
Richard Veazey, (posthumously);
Service awards will be presented to
the following faculty members:
• 40 years: Ronald Dwelle, Kenneth Johnson
(retired), James Scott;

• 25 years: Gordon Alderink, Gayla Jewell
(retired), Benjamin Lockerd Jr., Alexander
Nesterenko, Donald Paszek, James Persoon,
Patricia Irwin Rowe.

Across Campus
Fraternity and sorority
GPA exceeds average
Grand Valley’s fraternity and sorority community achieved a grade point average higher
than the all-undergraduate average, according
to reports from the Office of Student Life. The
undergraduate population achieved a semester
GPA of 3.010, with the fraternity and sorority
community inching higher with a 3.014 semester average.
Photo courtesy of Student Life

Students in Alpha Tau Omega are pictured. Members
of Grand Valley’s Greek organizations earned a
higher GPA than the all-undergraduates. Member of
fraternities and sororities also accomplished more
than 9,000 hours of service and donated more than
$20,000 to nonprofits in the fall 2009 semester.

“I am very impressed with the level of academic success that the fraternity and sorority community has continued to develop in
recent years,” said Tom Coy, assistant director
of Student Life for fraternities and sororities.
“Since I came to Grand Valley in 2007, chapters
have strived to hold themselves to the highest
standard, and I am proud that their hard work

has allowed them to reach this milestone.”
In recent semesters, the fraternity and sorority population has grown. With 997 students
involved in a fraternity or sorority, up from 590
in the fall 2007 semester, Greeks have been
striving to recruit high quality members to join
their organizations.
“I think that as we continue to show the rest of
campus what we can give back, we are attracting better students to be our brothers and
sisters,” said Branden Stewart, Fraternity and
Sorority Life staff assistant. “All fraternities and
sororities place academic success as a No. 1 priority, and when we don’t achieve at the level we
set for ourselves, we have those brothers and
sisters there to help us do better.”
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
The Office of Student Life has recently implemented changes to their
academics policy regarding new members joining a fraternity or sorority.
Previously, any student with an established GPA was required to have at
least a 2.5 cumulative average to join a Greek organization. Student Life
has chosen to begin increasing this minimum average by .05 each semester until it reaches 2.75.
Not only were fraternities and sororities successful in their academics this
past semester, they also contributed a large amount of hours to the community and dollars to philanthropic organizations. According to reported
numbers, fraternities and sororities accomplished more than 9,000 hours
of service and donated more than $20,000 to nonprofits in the fall 2009
semester.

Nominations sought for Celebrating
Women awards
The Women’s Commission and other campus departments are seeking
nominations for four different awards that will be presented at the annual
Celebrating Women Awards ceremony on April 1.
The Women’s Commission will present the Maxine Swanson and
Women’s Impact awards. The Women’s Center will present its
Outstanding Female Student Awards; and Women and Gender Studies
will present the Barbara Jordan Award. Criteria for all these awards is
available online at www.gvsu.edu/w_commission.
Also at the April 1 ceremony, the Jean Enright Scholarship will be presented, and recipients of the Positive Black Women Scholarship will be
announced. For more information, call the Women’s Center at x12748.

Pedometer challenge trophy makes
rounds
The Golden Shoe Trophy will continue its tour around Grand Valley this
month, landing with top teams who competed in the pedometer challenge
sponsored by Health and Wellness.
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The winning team in
category I was comprised
of Christopher Jeffries,
Jeff Marcinkowski, Ken
Haskin and Terry Pahl
from Facilities Planning.
They walked a total of
1,651 miles during the
eight-week “Battle of the
Valleys” fall challenge.
Winners in category II
Photo by Amanda Pitts
were Akiko Flanders, Jim
Flanders, Paul Nederveld Pictured is one of the winning teams from the fall
pedometer challenge. Members are Christopher
and Scott Whisler, from
Jeffries, Jeff Marcinkowski, Ken Haskin and Terry
Facilities Services. All
Pahl from Facilities Planning.
teams who placed are
listed online at www.
gvsu.edu/healthwellness, and click on “Wellness Services.” Grand Valley
beat Saginaw Valley State University in the challenge. Laker participants
walked more than 108 million steps, compared to SVSU’s 47 million.

Students promote breakfast
Grand Valley students Erica Fedewa and Joshua Woodhull greeted
middle school students at 7 a.m. to encourage them to take part in the
most important meal of the day. The two helped kick off the Universal
Breakfast Program January 25 at Kelloggsville Middle School in Grand
Rapids. They participated as part of a community nutrition class project,
where they are learning that students who eat breakfast perform better in
school and possibly have a lower body mass index.
Fedewa and Woodhull are both sophomores majoring in biomedical science with an emphasis on nutritional science. Fedewa said it was helpful
to meet the students and talk with them about their eating habits.
Brenda Jansen, food service director for Kelloggsville Public Schools,
said 82 percent of the district’s middle school students qualify for free or
reduced lunch; the Universal Breakfast Program is free for students.

GVFaces
Betty Schaner,
director, CLAS Advising Center
As an academic advisor, Betty Schaner’s advice
to students — challenge yourself — is much the
same as she’s followed throughout her career.
Now director of the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences Academic Advising Center,
Schaner started working at Grand Valley in
1993 as a graduation auditor. She then moved
to the Advising Resource Center and has
also worked in Science and Math Advising
Resource and Transition Center (SMART).
A little more than a year ago, the separate
advising programs in CLAS merged into
one central advising center and Schaner
was named director. She said she really
enjoys her job because everyone in the
office is a team player and they all offer
each other encouragement and support.
“Working with students is the favorite part of
my job,” Schaner said. “I spend a substantial
part of my time working with them and
developing programs to support their studies at
GVSU. It’s very rewarding to provide support
and offer any advice that can help them
make the most out of their college careers.”
Schaner is an Aquinas College graduate
and earned a bachelor’s degree in
mass communications. She earned a

master’s degree from Grand Valley
in adult and higher education.
Throughout college, Schaner worked for D&W
Foods, including in its
sales and marketing
department, working
on advertising layouts
and sales initiatives.
After working in the
grocery business for
13 years, she made a
career shift and joined
Grand Valley’s staff.
Now when Schaner
meets with students,
Betty Schaner
she offers them
a bit of her work
background. “I want
students to broaden their experiences. I tell
them to get out of their comfort zone, challenge
themselves by experiencing something new
and get all they can out of college,” she said.
Along with being a student advisor,
Schaner’s responsibilities include directing
the advising center, delegating the budget,
and administrative and committee work.
Schaner has a daughter who is a sophomore
at Grand Valley. She said she enjoys cooking
and spending time with her family.
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What’s Ahead
New Al-Anon campus
group forms
A new Al-Anon group will begin on campus
for students, faculty and staff members.
Hosted by ACES, the weekly meetings
will begin Monday, February 1, at noon in
the Cook-DeWitt Center Lounge. Al-anon
meetings provide support for friends, family,
and significant others of problem drinkers.
Eric Klingensmith and Michael Gillen, from
the Alcohol Campus Education Services, will
facilitate the meetings. For more information,
visit www.gvsu.edu/aces, or call x12537.

Events set to celebrate
Black History Month
Events encompassing a variety of subjects
are planned at Grand Valley in celebration of
Black History Month. Topics such as African
American culture, education, religion and
music will be highlighted through lectures,
panel discussions or performances.

history of the 1-4-5 chord progression,
followed by a live jazz performance.
• February 22, 3 p.m., Kirkhof Center,
rooms 2215/2216: “Closing the Gap: Health
Disparities.” Dr. Khan J. Nedd, from Spectrum
Health, will share his personal health story
and will discuss the health-care disparities
between various social and racial communities.
• February 24, 3 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand
River Room: “One Better World.” Vernon
Walls, from the American College Personnel
Association, will discuss the topics of privilege,
identity and social justice and how to become
agents of change on campus and in the world.

• February 1, 7 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center:
“One Voice: A Celebration of Black Women
in Music.” The Soprano Sisters will take
the audience on a journey through African
American history by performing the
music of African American women.

“The Current Financial Crisis and
Religion: What Can We Learn from
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam?” will be
held Tuesday, February 2, in Loosemore
Auditorium at the DeVos Center.

• February 11, noon, Kirkhof Center, room 1240:
Presentation about Ghana, by Janaan Decker
and Linda Rettig. Recipients of the Padnos
International Center faculty/staff exchange
grant, they will discuss their trip to Ghana.
• February 15, 3 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room
2204: “Black Church, Black Culture.” R. L.
Stevenson Jr., senior pastor of City Hope,
will discuss the Biblical and theological
developments of the African American
church and the role the church has played
in the African American community.
• February 18, 8 p.m., Cook-DeWitt
Center: “Celebration of Black Arts.” Join
us for a journey through black history
illustrated by dance, poetry, jazz and choral
performances. The performances will
feature Marshall “Soulful” Jones from the
New York slam team, Words with a Pulse.
• February 19, 7 p.m., Loosemore Auditorium,
DeVos Campus: “Afro/American Jazz
Funk: A Marriage between the Blues,
Rock & Roll.” John Hair will discuss the

“An Evening of Crystal Elegance” will
start at 6:30 p.m. at the DeVos Place
Convention Center, 303 Monroe Ave. NE.
The dance will begin at 8:30 p.m. Limited
tickets will be available for presale only
at the 20/20 Desk in Kirkhof Center. The
price for the dinner and program is $30
and the price for just the dance is $10.

Panel to discuss religious
aspects of financial crisis
As the world economy works its way through
a time of crisis, are there lessons that can
be learned from the world’s religious faith
traditions? That’s a question that will be
addressed by a panel discussion at a Seidman
College of Business Breakfast Series event.

• February 8, 7 p.m., Kirkhof Center, rooms
2215/2216: “Light Skin vs. Dark Skin.”
DeMarra Gardner will facilitate a discussion
on the notion that light-skinned people
of color have more privilege than darkskinned people of color, and how this has
affected the African American community.

The Student Senate is hosting its 24th annual
Presidents’ Ball on Friday, February 5.

A number of Grand Valley departments are
helping sponsor Black History Month events,
including College of Education, College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences, Honors College,
Housing, Kutsche Office of Local History, Office
of Multicultural Affairs, Padnos International
Center, and Pew Campus Student Services.

All the events listed below are free and
open to the public. They will be held on the
Allendale Campus and the DeVos Center on
the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. For more
information, call the Office of Multicultural
Affairs at x12177, or visit www.gvsu.edu/oma.

• February 4, 4 p.m., Cook-DeWitt
Center: “Act on Racism.” A Grand Valley
student organization will perform skits
on the African American experience
from slavery to present day.

Campus community
invited to Presidents’ Ball

The moderator will be Grand Valley
philosophy professor John Uglietta. The
panelists are Sheldon J. Kopperl, professor of
biomedical sciences; Rev. Mark-David Janus;
Dr. Sharif Ahmad Sahibzada; and Jeff Koeze,
owner of Koeze Co. and current Seidman
College of Business Ethics Center Fellow.
The breakfast will begin at 7:30 a.m. with
opening presentations beginning at 8 a.m.
The event is free and open to the public,
but advance registration is required.
Register for the event online at www.gvsu/
edu/business/events or call x17100.

Dates set for Referendum
Task Force meetings
The Personnel Policy Referendum Task Force
has set up fora for tenure and tenure-track
faculty members to have an opportunity to
hear presentations and ask questions prior
to the referendum vote on February 15.
Meetings will be held on the following
dates:
• Wednesday, February 3, 8:30-10 a.m.,
Cook-DeWitt Center;
• Friday, February 5, 1-2:30 p.m., DeVos
Center, room 207E;
• February 9, 3-4:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt
Center;
• February 11, 3-4:30 p.m., Loosemore
Auditorium, DeVos Center.
For more information, visit the
Referendum Task Force Web site at www.
gvsu.edu/referendumtaskforce.

‘Into the Woods’ begins performances on Friday in
the LAT.

GVSU Opera Theatre to
present ‘Into the Woods’
Familiar fairy tale characters take on unfamiliar
roles in the upcoming production of “Into the
Woods,” by Grand Valley’s Opera Theatre.
Six performances are planned at the Louis
Armstrong Theatre, in the Performing Arts
Center, on February 5, 6, 12, and 13 at 7:30
p.m. and February 7 and 14 at 2 p.m.
“This is a fantastic piece of theatre and music
with iconic characters everyone knows, like
Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood and Prince
Charming,” said Associate Professor Dale
Schriemer, artistic director and producer. “Yet,
in this production, their roles are quite the
opposite of what we have come to expect.”
The music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
intertwines with the plots of several Brothers
Grimm fairy tales to explore the consequences
of the characters’ hopes and dreams. Lively
and irreverent scenes become, in the end, a
moving lesson about community responsibility.
The Grand Valley shows, which are the
12th production of the annual Opera
Theatre, have a large cast of more than
20 characters. Live music by the GVSU
Orchestra will be directed by co-producer
Kevin Tutt, associate professor of music.
Ben Cole, visiting professor of acting, serves
as narrator throughout the production. The
role of Red Riding Hood is double cast, with
freshman Rachel Niewiada, and senior Kaylin
Heydenburg. “Class standing is not a guarantee
to be picked for the plum roles,” said Schriemer.
Tickets, priced $6-14, may be purchased at
the Louis Armstrong Theatre Box Office,
weekdays during the academic year, from
noon-5 p.m. (in-person sales only). Tickets
are also available with a service fee by
calling Star Tickets Plus at (616) 222-4000
or (800) 585-3737, at Star Tickets Plus
outlets, or online www.starticketplus.com.
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General Events
Gallery Hours: Mon.- Fri., 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.;
Thurs., 10 a.m.- 7 p.m.

Noon: Arts at Noon Series: Quink. CDC. For
more information call x13484 for more
information.

Thurs., Feb. 4
Through March 19
Art Gallery Exhibit: Enduring Traditions:
History and Meaning in Southwest Pueblo
Indian Pottery

Mon., Feb. 1
6 p.m.: Community Reading Project Lecture
by Roger Durham. 2204 KC. Call x18100
for more information.
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “One
Voice,” by the Soprano Sisters. CDC. Call
x12177 for more information.

Tues., Feb. 2
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business
Breakfast Series. Panel discussion, “The
Current Financial Crisis and Religion.” Call
x17100 for more information.

Wed., Feb. 3
8:30 a.m.: Personnel Policy Referendum Task
Force Presentation. CDC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/referendumtaskforce for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: Women’s Commission meeting. 1104
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
1:30 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series. “EEK! My Co-Worker Wants to
Friend Me!” by Jason Piasecki. 2263 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar for more
information.

Call x12180 for more information.
1 p.m.: Personnel Policy Referendum Task
Force Presentation. 207E, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/referendumtaskforce for more
information.
6:30 p.m.: Presidents’ Ball. DeVos Place, Grand
Rapids. Tickets at 20/20 Desk, KC.
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Performance. “Into
the Woods.” LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for
more information.

Sat., Feb. 6
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre Performance. “Into
the Woods.” LAT, PAC.

2 p.m.: Advising Resources hosts NACADA
Webinar, “Reaching and Retaining
Students.” 2215/2216 KC. To register visit
www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

Sun., Feb. 7

4 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “The
African American Experience,” by Act on
Racism. CDC. Call x12177 for more information.

Sports

4 p.m.: Faculty Awards Convocation.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12400
for more information.
5 p.m.: Art and Design hosts “Labor,
Economics, and Relating Art to Everyday
Experience,” by Marc Fischer. CAC. Call
x13578 for more information.

Fri., Feb. 5

2 p.m.: Opera Theatre Performance. “Into the
Woods.” LAT, PAC.

Thurs., Feb. 4
6 and 8 p.m.: Women’s and Men’s Basketball
hosts University of Findlay.

Sat., Feb. 6
6 and 8 p.m.: Women’s and Men’s Basketball
hosts Hillsdale College.

11 a.m.: Board of Trustees Meeting. 2204 KC.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Liberal Studies faculty members Melissa
Baker-Boosamra, Kirsten Bartels and
Judy Whipps, and Bart Bartels, from the
Sustainability Community Development
Initiative, were interviewed by InsideHigherEd
for a story about sustainability on campus.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed by the Globe and Mail for a story about
the State of the Union address. He was also
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press and
WGVU-AM for stories about the health care
summit the Hauenstein Center organized.

Sketches
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, associate professor of communications, edited an anthology, International Communication: Essential
Readings.
Mary Schutten, associate dean of the College

of Liberal Arts and Sciences, gave a presentation, “Where Have All the Physical Education
Pedagogists Gone?” at the annual Hawaii
International Conference on Education in
Honolulu.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement science, was appointed to the Advisory
Board of the Institute for Sport Coaching.
Colette Seguin Beighley, assistant director of
the LGBT Resource Center, was elected regional representative for the Great Lakes Region
to the Consortium of Higher Education LGBT
Resource Professionals.
Valerie V. Peterson, associate professor of
communications, gave an invited presentation,
“Communication, Interdisciplinarity, Subject
Positions, and Visual Communication,” at
Pittsburg State University in Pittsburg, Kansas.
Andrew D. Devenney, visiting assistant professor of history, wrote an article, “Joining Europe:
Ireland, Scotland, and the Celtic Response to

European Integration, 1961-1975,” published in
Journal of British Studies.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, was appointed to the editorial board of the journal Freshwater Biology. He
was also the featured speaker at the “Listening
to Your River” conference held in Traverse City.
John Hewitt, professor of criminal justice, cowrote an article, “Valuing Textbook Writing in
Academic Personnel Reviews,” published in the
journal Free Inquiry in Creative Sociology.
Ron Dahlin, superintendent at the Meadows
Golf Club at Grand Valley, was named president
of the Michigan Golf Course Superintendents
Association.
Aldo-Hilario Cruz-Cota, visiting assistant
professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “The Moduli Space of Singular Euclidean
Structures on a Sphere with Four Cone Points,”
at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in San
Francisco.

